“Once you go hot rod, you never go back to custom.” {
—Bobby Green




> s it 1958 or 20087 Doesn't matter, it's a photo of a guy running
across the dry lakes of El Mirage in a nailhead-powered '31 roadster
pieced together at home with the best '50s-era parts and early
IndyCar wheels. It'stimeless.
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“Though Bobby didn'tknow
its real history, heknew that
there was history inthere

_somewhere, and he had an ‘
imageinhismindofwhat

- wastrying to get out. He
could see what it should be.”

i

Yo kmowr thoss cars

when wou sse e

therzal ones, the ones

#that carry with them

leftomeer mosmn ories of that goldantimne in bt rod ding that we wish
wam't solong ago, havbe it's the dightlvflat, aged paint, that perfect
522ci railhes dwiththres Stromberg 975, or thoss sarly %05 Halibrand
InudyCar wheels, buat when we first took alook at Bobby Green'sroad-
ster, that’s the vibe fhatradiated, and it filled 1s with the mousng that
wecold belooking at a historic rod It was so scaspto pidurs it tocling
around Southan Califormia s 5an Famando Valleyin the mid-'50s,
occasorally inattendancs at thoss still formative wear s of racing on the
drv blkes of Bl Mirags But of course, that's pore flight of the imagine-
Hor, Cris it?

Cnones hand, it*s none of thoss things, The roadster, as wou see it
iscirea 1998, built by a woung and detarmined entboisa stwitha well-
cuiltivated eve for traditicomal car s—thoughit Tas made several trips ot
to thoss dry and dusty flats to watch the speed trials, O the other fand,
itmight bave beenall ofthoss things, becanse this was a real *S0s-zrahiot
rod Dontbeconfised . here®sthe stors,

Bobby Gresn, propristor ofthe privats traditiconal hot rodder®s
dream shopknown as The Old Crow Spesd Shop, usedtobea custom
2y, Hisfairlymnild "5 7 Chevy weas his fir st car and from it heleaamed
a great deal abonat what it takes to put together atod, Hethenmowed
ontoa *54 Ford Both were good-looking car s that gnered plenty of
attention, bt thers was somahingins ds Bobbythat wamedfor mors
sirnplicity, Afterall, a custom s abot styde, the kind of style that tales
aubstares, so thare’s reallyno way to srip ons down andkespthe lock,
Dieep dowmn, what he really wanted wasa bare-boneshotrod

MNowadays the Old Crow Shop hasa sinning arra v of vintags parts
stockpiled from wears of Bobbey's sooming swap mests, imbgrards, and
chssifizda ds. looking for period-specific parts he might need one day
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o a firhare baaild, Va never know—Tesddes, that stoffisn't getingany
casier tofind Having his syes constanfly peeled is what led him tocross
paths withwhat would be bis first hotr od

While flippingthrongh the local Penmpsaerclassifieds one day.
Bobbes fingsr landad onan adfiora 31 roadster body located fairly
close bvin Pom ora, Califormia, The deal seaned good, sohe setup
atimeto dive ot and see if he might bave found the basis for the
bnldhe bad in mind

When Bobbyfir stlaid eves on theroadstar . itwamt muach
tolook at, It was definitelyin need of some metalwork and
tad been dmised ina faded light metallic graen with a tan-
ishpingripe that ssemedtoimplors “Mrip this paint off
Plesase,™ Buatit weas ateal *31 roadster and had a definite,
thogh ambiguons, pedigrss of beinganesarhy hot rod.
Thebodyhadbeen chanmeled ower bomed 52 rails, which
wers still with it, andan Aubum dash bad been moldedin,
Though he ddn't know its real history, Bobbe knew ther s was
historyin there somewhers, andhe badanimage in mind of
what was trying to gt ok, Hecoild see whatit shonddbe, soa deal
wasInade,

At the timne, Bobby didnt wethovea shop, Wbtter of fack.he didnitewen
bawea garage, Heand Piero Deliva of the hdad Fabricator DV D-series
fame sharedanaparttnent n-Santa Monica, which wasm® ssacthy aited
tothe hotroddinghobbeto sav the least, The only place availible towork:
o the car weas the back patio, bt i ywou want sormething badlvenoagh,
woufigrs ot howe to male dowith what woubase, Bobby orderedup
somne panels from Brookwills Boadsta and set abot the vmeansdalbls task
of patching, repairingand dechanneling the body, From thashebegan
setting vp the chasds hodel Acrosanembar, 32 Ford droppedasls, Pate
and Jakes spring, and *5 7 Ford rear, Moneywas Hght for Bobbe, sothe
roadster indtiallylo d ansarly 2834 anall-Block Chevyrwith a TH350 and
tods onblack gediss with widswhites, Base. butnice,
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thealuminurm
panel for th 5

“The only place
availabletowork
onthe car was
the back patio,
but if yvouwant
something badly
enough, you
figure outhowto
make do with

what you have.”




vintage Indy =
s -machined




	hotroddeluxe_Genevieve_0800_Page_1
	hotroddeluxe_Genevieve_0800_Page_2
	hotroddeluxe_Genevieve_0800_Page_3
	hotroddeluxe_Genevieve_0800_Page_4
	hotroddeluxe_Genevieve_0800_Page_5
	hotroddeluxe_Genevieve_0800_Page_7

